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An Overview of Galatians 

Chapter One 

      Paul quickly gets to the point in this letter. 

He has discovered that the Galatian churches 

have turned from the true gospel message for 

a counterfeit one. In verses 8-9 Paul mentions 

the authority of his gospel. He says that even 

if an angel were to come and preach 

something else, that angel should be accursed 

for it. Therefore the gospel first preached by 

Paul, to the Galatians, is absolute in nature. 

(Beware of angels showing up in your 

bedroom in the middle of the night; some 

cults/false religions were started by a 

visitation of an angel.) 

      In verse 10 Paul continues by stating that 

he is not concerned with pleasing men. He 

does not care if the true gospel offends 

anyone's prior beliefs or traditions. He makes 

it clear that if he wanted to please men, he 

wouldn't be serving Christ. It is seen in Paul’s 

writings, that he either is predicting others 

complaints about him, or that he is giving an 

answer to rumors which he has already heard 

spoken against him. 

      Continuing in verses 11-24, Paul now 

backs up his own authority. It must have been 

an interesting time to live as the Bible was 

once again being written. The Bible we have 

today is complete; it cannot be added to, nor 

taken away from (Rev. 22:18-19). But in 

Paul's day, he and the other apostles were in 

fact writing the Bible. Their authority to do so 

would have had to have been absolute, and 

obvious. What evidence did they have to 

claim this authority? True, they did not know 

they were writing today's Bible, but they did 

know that they were laying the foundation to 

a whole new belief system. The apostles who 

were with Jesus in His earthly ministry could 

claim authority from that. Paul had to explain 

his authority in more depth, since his 

authority was being attacked by those who 

were preaching a false gospel to the Galatian 

churches.  

      In vss. 11-12 Paul states that he too 

received his knowledge of the gospel directly 

from Christ, not from men, just as those 

apostles who lived with Jesus in His earthly 

ministry. He too received a direct revelation 

from Christ. Paul also states that, even though 

he was very zealous in his Judaism, he was in 

fact, set apart from "his mother’s womb" (vs. 

15) to preach the true gospel to the gentiles. 

So Paul makes it clear that his authority 

comes directly from God, since he did not 

choose to preach Christ, but rather was 

chosen to do so long before he even believed 

in Christ himself. Even after his conversion, 

he did not consult with "flesh and blood" (vs. 

16), but instead went away to Arabia. Much 

time had passed before Paul associated with 

the first apostles (Peter and James). He 

continues by stating that his conversion, from 

one who persecuted Christ to one who 

preaches Christ, caused God to be glorified. If 

Paul did not have the authority to preach and 

teach Christ, then how does one explain all 

these facts, aside from Paul just being a 

madman? The Galatians did receive him at 
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first (Gal. 4:14), so they obviously did not 

think he was a madman. 

Chapter Two 

      In vss. 1-10 Paul continues to lay out his 

beginnings. He mentions the false teachers at 

work trying to bring the people, once again, 

under the law, which they had been freed 

from in Christ. Paul points out that Peter, 

James*, and John all approved of Paul's 

apostleship. This was 14 years after Paul’s 

first visit to Jerusalem. Acts 11 or 15 probably 

goes with Galatians 2 in regards to Paul's 

second visit (the council at Jerusalem). Paul is 

recounting the events in Jerusalem to point 

out that the issues of Judaism VS Christianity 

had already been settled at this council. Paul 

was smart; he met with the church leaders in 

private first to persuade them, along with 

Titus, that circumcision was not necessary for 

salvation, and it was even dangerous to 

tolerate it, since it gave the Judaisers a 

foothold in confusing how one obtains 

salvation (vs. 2-4).   *James the brother of 

Jesus. The apostle James was already dead. 

      In vss. 11-21 Paul tells the story of how he 

opposed Peter in Antioch, in regards to 

Peter's tolerance of the Judaisers. Paul 

publically rebuked Peter. The mistake of 

Peter had to be dealt with harshly. Peter 

probably thought back to his days with Jesus, 

and he must have seen the authority of Christ 

in Paul. Jesus was very verbal against the 

Pharisees for their false religion. Now Paul 

was being very verbal against Peter's 

weakness, and tolerance for false teaching. 

Paul describes in detail just what he said to 

Peter. Paul expresses that these issues have 

even corrupted Peter, and that he did indeed 

have the authority to publically rebuke Peter. 

Paul goes on to explain that one is saved by 

faith in Christ, not by the works of the law. 

Chapter Three 

      Vss. 1-5 Paul tells the Galatians to think. 

He shows them that they are working 

backwards. Paul asks: "From faith to law?" 

and "From spirit to flesh?"  Is what started in 

spirit and faith going to end in flesh and law? 

Paul calls them foolish for thinking this way. 

      Vss. 6-9 Paul recounts the promise made 

to Abraham, and that Abraham was saved by 

his faith. It was because Abraham was saved 

by faith that his offspring would be saved by 

faith (his spiritual offspring). Abraham was 

not saved by any working of the law, so then 

neither shall any of his offspring be saved by 

the working of the law. In vss. 10-14 Paul 

teaches about the law using scriptural 

evidence (already in vs. 8 he quotes Gen. 

12:3). He quotes Deut. 27:26 showing that all 

are cursed because of an inability to keep the 

entire law. He quotes Hab. 2:4 showing that 

righteous people live by faith; this is why they 

can be called righteous (in vs. 6, Paul quotes 

Gen. 15:6 which states the righteousness was 

reckoned, or imputed, to Abraham because he 

believed God, or he had faith).  
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      In vs. 12 Paul teaches that the law is not by 

faith, since it is an act of "self-salvation" to 

strive to live to a set of external rules. He 

quotes Lev. 18:5. The man living by the law, 

rather than faith in Christ's work, is 

consumed by the law, and enslaved to it; he is 

stuck in the futile attempt of "self-salvation" 

(see Rom. 10:5-6). A man in this condition 

will also be judged according to his 

performance in keeping the law (see John 

5:45-47). In vs. 13 Paul shows that Christ set 

us free from the law by becoming cursed for 

us by hanging on the tree (see Deut. 21:23; 

Josh. 10:26-27). The law went from being an 

external slave driver to being a new nature 

within the born again believer (see Jer. 31:31-

34; Ezek. 11:19). In vs. 14 Paul states that 

through Christ the promise to Abraham 

comes to the Gentiles; the promise of the 

Spirit through faith, not works (see Isa. 

52:10).  

      Vss. 15-18 talks about the promise made 

to Abraham: before the law, and never 

nullified by the law. Paul states that once a 

covenant is ratified it is a done deal; it cannot 

be added to, nor taken from. He points out 

that the promise was made to Abraham and 

his seed, not seeds; it is singular, and it is 

referring to Christ. What is this promise? It is 

the promise of the gospel: the good news of 

Christ dying for sinners, and that His death is 

for all who would believe in Him in faith. The 

promise is given to the seed (singular: see 

Gen. 3:15; 21:12; 22:18; Rom. 9:6-7; Heb. 

11:17-18). The promise stood even when the 

law was given to Moses, until it was fulfilled 

in Christ.  

      So why was the law given to Moses (Deut. 

4:8-9; Psa. 147:19-20)? Vs. 19: it was added 

because of transgressions, or "a going over" 

(Greek), or a trespass. Did the people know 

they were trespassing where they could not 

go before being told so? Thayer's Greek 

definition of transgression: "that sins might 

take on the character of transgressions, and 

thereby the consciousness of sin be 

intensified, and the desire for redemption be 

aroused" (see Rom. 7:7-13). The law was 

given to reveal the true nature of sin within 

ourselves; to arouse us to the reality that we 

are corrupted by sin, and make us aware of 

our absolute need of a savior. So the law is 

like a burst of electric shock momentarily 

giving life to a dead corpse, before putting it 

back to death again. The law is both friend 

and foe; friend in that it stirs us to seek our 

Redeemer, foe in that it condemns us to hell. 

In both cases the law is good; it’s we who are 

evil. 

      By angels the 

law was put into 

place (see Deut. 

33:2-4; Acts 7:52-

53; Heb. 2:2). Deut. 

33:2 states that 

God sent forth a 

"fiery law" from his 

right hand 

distributed by the angels, and this law was 

passed on to Moses (see Acts 7:37-38; 7:52-

53). Moses, inferior to the angels, was the 

mediator of the law between God and those 

people who lived in the time awaiting the 

seed to come. In Deut. 5:1-5 Moses says the 

law (or covenant) was given to them, at that 

time (vs. 3), for that time, and not to their 

fathers (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob). The 

covenant given to Abraham was for the seed 

to come, Jesus Christ, who is superior to the 

angels (Heb. 1:13).  

      In vs. 20 Paul states that where there is a 

mediator, there must be two parties in a kind 

of contract deal (see Lev. 26:46). The 

presence of a mediator implies the presence 
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of more than one contracting party. So Jesus 

is a special kind of Mediator since He is the 

Mediator of the promise (Heb. 8:6; 9:15; 

12:24), and a promise only has one 

responsible party: the one making the 

promise. God made the promise to Abraham, 

Jesus is the Mediator of that promise, but 

instead of two parties there is only one. "God 

is one" (vs. 20b). The promise, simply put, is 

an expression of God's will. It is not a contract 

since God is the only deciding party in the 

promise. The promise is not contingent on us 

doing our part; it is an absolute, 

unconditional promise. Jesus, as Mediator, 

fulfilled the promise for the one deciding 

party (God), and so the receiving party 

receives unconditionally. As far as salvation is 

concerned (and perhaps beyond that) Moses 

was the mediator in an "if you do this, I’ll do 

that" kind of contract (The Law/The Mosaic 

Priesthood). Jesus, however, is the Mediator 

in an "I’ll do it all" kind of covenant. As far as 

salvation is concerned (us standing righteous 

before God, welcomed into His presence, our 

sins forgiven/forgotten, no wrath) we do 

nothing, we simply believe that Jesus did it all, 

and we have a simple childlike trust for Him 

to save us. Is there no human responsibility? 

Of course: faith and obedience (an obedience 

which always falls under God's grace); 

working out your salvation with fear and 

trembling (Phil. 2:12). But to say there is 

something more for us to do beyond faith and 

obedience is to commit the same crime the 

Judaisers committed against Paul's gospel 

(Rom. 16:25). 

      Vss. 21-23 Paul states that the law is good, 

and is not against the promise. The law was 

not able to save, as it was never intended to 

do so. Vs. 22-23 parallels vs. 8 when it says 

that the Scripture (personified with a capital 

S) was preparing all for the promise to be 

fulfilled in Christ's work. So Christ (the Word 

made flesh) used the law to place everyone 

under lock and key so that the promise could 

be given to the ones who believe, while those 

who do not believe remain in the prison of 

the law to be condemned by it (see Ex. 14:3; 

Num. 14:22-24; Rom. 9:6). It is like the 

Scripture captured all people into a big fish 

net (the law) (see Matt. 13:47-51).  

      In vss. 24-25 Paul calls the law a tutor. A 

tutor in Paul's day was a guardian over young 

boys of the higher class. The boys were not 

allowed to go anywhere without the tutor. 

The tutor supervised the moral upbringing of 

the boys (Thayer Greek Definitions). The 

term "school master" is one translation of the 

Greek word, but another helpful translation is 

"overseer", or "guardian" (Vincent Word 

Studies). The law, as a tutor, was continually 

bringing up the people to remember their 

inability to keep the law perfectly, and to 

remember their dependency on God. The 

tutor constrained the people from freely 

embracing their sinful natures by keeping 

them locked up under strict commands, and 

harsh punishments (see Ex.; Num.; Lev.; 

Deut.). The law was the tutor to the "higher 

class" Israelites, while the "lower class" 

gentiles were allowed to "roam free" (see 

Deut. 4:8; Ps. 147:20; Mark 7:27; Rom. 9:24; 

Gal. 2:15; Eph. 2:12; Acts 17: 30-31).   

      But now, in vs. 25, we are no longer under 

the tutor, now we live by faith. Through faith 

we become "of age" as sons of God. Read Rom. 

8:15. We receive the Spirit of Adoption 

though our faith in Christ. The word adoption 

is not referring to the adoption of children 

who have been left without parents, but 

rather refers to the Roman culture where a 

man would accept his own male child as a full 

son. The Greek word Paul uses means: "the 

setting or placing one in the position of a son" 

(VWS), and refers to the legal heir being 



5 | P a g e  
 

placed in the position of actually being able to 

inherit the family estate. A Roman man could 

legally reject his own children, and remove 

them from his home. Once a child was 

adopted by his own father he would then be 

called a son. The tutor was only a guardian 

over boys not yet of age. The tutor would 

prepare the boy to be a full son. Our faith in 

Jesus brings us to the point where we are full 

sons of God. The KJV of the Bible uses the 

word children in verse 26, but it is helpful to 

use the word sons (Thayer Greek Definitions; 

VWS), since as children we were under the 

tutor, but as sons we have out grown the 

tutor (See Rom. 8:14-17). 

      Now (vss. 27-29) all who believe in Christ, 

and are baptized into 

Christ are full sons of God, 

regardless of race, gender, 

or social status. All who 

believe are heirs to the 

promise given to Abraham, 

and are free from the 

Mosaic Law. Not that we 

can go around breaking 

the law, but rather, the law 

is now in us because Christ 

has given us a new heart (Ezek. 36:26-27; Jer. 

31:31-34). The stones of the law are removed 

to be replaced by a living word. He who uses 

Christ's work as an excuse to sin is in error as 

to what salvation truly is (Rom. 6:1-7). People 

who have been given a new heart hate sin. 

People who hate sin have the same heart as 

their Father; people who love sin have a heart 

which hates God, and in fact have heart after 

their true father: Satan (see John 8:42-47). 

Children who have the same heart as the 

Father (God) are adopted, and accepted by 

the Father. Children whose hearts are 

contrary to the Father are rejected by the 

Father. 

Chapter Four 

      Vss. 1-2 Paul describes how in a noble's 

house, or a king's, the children are not any 

different than slaves. They do not command 

the household, and they are subject to the 

same rules as the slaves. For a time the 

servants of the household will have authority 

over their master's children. But as the 

children grow older, and as they enter into 

adulthood, the servants must submit to those 

they once had authority over.  

      So in vs. 3 Paul continues, and describes 

our condition in this world as infants (before 

the cross) as being enslaved to the "elements 

of the world". Elemental: "Any first thing 

which the others 

belonging to the same 

series, or composite whole, 

take their rise; an element 

or first principle." 

(Thayer) (See also Col. 2:8; 

2:20-21; Heb. 5:12; 2 Pet. 

3:10-12). So the law is 

elemental, raw, crude, and 

primitive. The law is the 

base factor in all religion, it 

is for the "children", and it is not an end to 

itself. The law stirs up our consciousness of 

ourselves, as it forces us to take a good look at 

ourselves. The law is the elemental of our 

spiritual existence. Paul continues by saying 

that in "the fullness of time" Christ came 

under the law to redeem those who are under 

the law. Jesus was born into this world (under 

the law), but still fully God (born of a virgin), 

not a fallen man (as all Adam's descendants 

are), but a perfect man (the second Adam). 

Jesus redeemed us from the curse of the law, 

and bestowed "son-ship" on us. It was God's 

plan all along that we become full sons of God, 

but we did not receive this until after Christ 

did His work.  
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      In vs. 6 we are given the Spirit of Christ 

(the Son of God our brother). Now we can 

truly call God our Father, something we could 

not do before Christ (see Psa. 68:5; 89:26; 

103:13). Salvation makes God our Father. So 

in vs. 7 we are sons, not slaves; we are heirs 

through Christ. Christ made this all possible 

by fulfilling the law, freeing us from the curse 

of the law, and the bondage of the law. He 

gave us spiritual sight, and now we are able to 

believe in Him. Now we are co-heirs with 

Him. 

      Vs. 8 Paul says that before the Galatians 

knew God they were slaves to that which is 

not God, or to those things which are not gods 

(the elemental things of the world). That 

which were not gods: ritual, demonic 

observances (see 1 Cor. 8:5; 10:20), or a 

twisted view of the purpose of the law. A 

twisted view of the law (Mosaic or otherwise) 

is a view that states I can save myself, indeed 

I must save myself, by observing certain 

rituals etc. They were slaves to that which 

was not God: being a slave is not necessarily a 

bad thing, since a believer is a slave to Christ, 

but to be a slave to an evil master, or an 

impossible standard, is a burden to great to 

bear.  

      Vs. 9: "But now, knowing God, but rather 

being known by God…" Even after coming to 

know God you don’t really know Him as much 

as you could, or will someday. You know less 

about God than you know about God. 

Salvation does not primarily come from 

knowledge of God, but rather knowledge of 

God for us; to be known by God. What does it 

mean to be known by God? See 2 Tim. 2:19; 1 

Cor. 13:12; 1 Cor. 8:3; Rom. 8:29; John 10:27; 

John 10:14; Psa. 1:6; Ex. 33:17. The Jewish 

word "yada" means the same thing as the 

Greek word "ginosko". "Ginosko" is the word 

used when Paul writes God "knows" you. 

"Yada" is a word used in the Old Testament 

for when a man "knows" his wife, which 

refers to sexual intercourse. So God's 

knowledge of His own people is a deep 

intimate knowledge. 

      So now Paul asks the questions: After 

knowing God, or better yet being known by 

God, you would turn back to being slaves to a 

law which is impossible to keep (under your 

own will power); you would turn away from 

being sons of God? (vs. 9) How can you turn 

back to the weak and poor (beggarly, 

worthless, destitute of the Christian virtues 

and external riches [Thayer]; powerless to 

accomplish an end [Thayer]) elemental 

principles of the world? 

      Vs. 10 "You observe days…" (Mark 3:2; 

Rom. 14:5-6; Col. 2:16) The people religiously 

observed times and seasons, months and 

days. They did these things thinking that they 

were working for their salvation. God wants 

us to remember the times when He has saved 

us (Josh 4:5-7), and brought us through 

trouble, or gave us a victory etc… But the 

purpose of remembering those times is to stir 

up the worship of God, not the worship of the 

remembering. We don't worship gifts from 

God. We don't observe dates as though it was 

some kind of requirement for salvation. 

      In vs. 11 Paul explains that he is afraid for 

the Galatians. He is concerned that they have 

not been truly converted. He is afraid they are 

shrinking back (Heb. 10:38; Heb. 2:1-3[vs. 2 

speaking about the law]). He is concerned 

they are reverting back to the law, and that all 

his work has been in vain (vain: without 

purpose, empty, worthless, having no 

substance, fruitless) (see 1 Cor.15:2). Paul 

begs the Galatians (vs. 12) to become as he is: 

free from the law; just as he became like 

them: a gentile. Paul the Pharisee pushed by 
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his zealousness for the law, and became free 

(as a Jew no longer under the law). These 

Gentiles (the Galatians) were never under the 

Jewish law, and yet after receiving Christ they 

were being deceived into putting themselves 

under this law. 

      Paul reminds the Galatians how well they 

first treated him when he first came to them 

(vs. 13-14). He reminds them that they would 

have even plucked out their own eyes for him. 

But now they see Paul as an enemy. Vs. 17 

says: "they zealously court you"; when Paul 

first came to the Galatians he came in 

weakness, but he came with the truth. 

Afterwards the Judaisers came in zealous 

strength, and they used their strength to 

deceive the Galatians. Imagine what the 

Judaisers said about Paul when he was not 

around. They must have made Paul out to be 

someone who was holding back from the 

Galatians, because he did not give 

instructions to observe sections of the law. If 

they were convinced that Paul was holding 

back from them they would have naturally 

turned back to the elemental things, the "save 

yourself/independent" things of the world. 

Just like in the garden, when Satan caused 

Adam and Eve to think that God was holding 

out on them, causing them to seek an 

independent life, so the Galatians were 

seeking independence from faith in Christ.  

      Vs. 18 Paul says it is good to be sought 

after in a good way, meaning that people 

come for truthful reasons. People who come 

for the right reasons are never a burden, 

since they have the truth and they want to 

share it. Those who come for the wrong 

reasons are a burden and a trial, since they 

come to corrupt the truth. They come for 

purely selfish reasons. 

      Vs. 19 is an interesting verse as Paul says 

he is "again in labor", and "until Christ is 

formed in you" (Phil. 2:12), and again in vs. 

20 "I am perplexed about you". Paul was in 

doubt about the Galatian's salvation.  

      Paul continues in vs. 21: "You who want to 

be under the law…" He wants then to think 

about what they are really doing; to take a 

good look at what the law really is. Vs. 22 

Abraham had two sons: one from a slave 

woman, and the other from a free woman 

(Gen. 16:2-4; 16:15; 21:1-2; 21:10). Paul 

speaks allegorically to explain law versus 

faith: Free Woman versus Slave Woman; 

Promise versus Law; Faith versus Law; Christ 

versus Moses; Christ versus Adam; New 

Nature versus Old Nature; Heart of Flesh 

(Born Again) 

versus Heart of 

Stone; Spirit 

versus Flesh 

(Fallen). Paul 

compares Hagar 

(a type of 

mother) to 

Mount Sinai, and the current Jerusalem (the 

temple and Mosaic priesthood), but the 

mother of freedom is the Jerusalem from 

above (see Rev. 21:10-27) (free: John 8:36; 

Rom. 6:14; 6:18; 1 Pet. 2:16). Paul quotes Isa. 

54:1 in vs. 27 to show how the barren woman 

(Sarah) was more blessed since she was the 

mother of the children of promise. In vss. 29-

30 Paul talks about how the children of the 

flesh persecute the children of the promise, 

but then he quotes Gen. 21:10 to show the 

fate of the children of the flesh: they will be 

cast out (Luke 13:28; Jer. 15:1-2; Ezek. 15:2-

5). We, who belong to Christ, are children of 

the free woman (John 6:37). 
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Chapter Five 

      Vs.1 "It was for freedom that God set us 

free." What other reason would there be? 

(Isaiah 61:1) Therefore why would anyone 

turn back to slavery? Christ did not die so that 

we would be able to save ourselves with more 

success than before He died. He died to save 

us, for us He died. The word "liberty" (NKJV) 

used in this verse has the Greek definition as: 

"Liberty to do or to omit things having no 

relationship to salvation." So this means I 

don’t have to keep any unnecessary laws, but 

I am also able to live a pure and holy life, free 

from the struggle of will power. The Mosaic 

Law, being an external force assaulting my 

will, is replaced by an internal "change of 

nature". This "change of nature" must be 

worked out with "fear and trembling" (Phil. 

2:12).  

      Paul continues by saying: Don’t be re-

burdened with the "save yourself" salvation 

of the Pharisee. Vs. 2 Paul warns that if one is 

circumcised one will not profit from Christ at 

all, which means no salvation from Jesus. This 

means that the circumcision was more to 

those accepting it than a mere removal of 

some skin; it meant that they rejected the 

"salvation by grace and faith" which Paul 

originally taught them. So it is no wonder that 

Paul wondered if these people were ever 

really saved; a truly born again person would 

not reject the truth would he? Or maybe they 

never understood at all.  

      In vs. 3 Paul states that he who is 

circumcised becomes a debtor to the whole 

law. The Greek states that a debtor is: "one 

who has not yet made amends to whom he 

has injured". He who sins, sins against God 

and His law (Psa. 51:4). The law can make 

demands from those who are indebted to it. 

The law has no mercy because it is what it is; 

there is no room for compassion. It makes 

demands without relent, and indeed it should 

never relent, since the alternative would be 

unacceptable to God (Prov. 17:15), and 

therefore a much worse option. 

      Vs. 4 Paul states: You have become 

"Estranged" from Christ (NKJV). Other 

versions say severed. The Greek word is one 

meaning: "To render idle", or "To cause a 

person to be rendered powerless" (Thayer 

and Strong's). "You have tried to be justified 

by the law, so now you have fallen from 

grace." Grace: "That which affords joy, 

pleasure, delight, sweetness, charm, 

loveliness; grace of speech, goodwill, loving 

kindness, and favor." (Thayer) Grace: "Of the 

merciful kindness by which God, exerting His 

holy influence upon souls, turns them to 

Christ, keeps, strengthens, increases them in 

Christian faith, knowledge, affection, and 

kindles them to the exercise of the Christian 

virtues." (Thayer) Grace: "…the divine 

influence upon the heart, and its reflection in 

the life; including gratitude…" (Strong's) So, 

falling away from grace is a falling away from 

God changing you into a new creation, with a 

new nature. Not trusting in Christ alone for 

salvation puts you under the law, rather than 

being under grace (See Rom. 11:6; Heb. 6:4-6; 

Heb. 10:38-39; Heb. 12:15; 2 Pet. 2:20-22; 2 

Pet. 3:17-18; Rev. 2:5).  

      Vss. 5 and 6 Faith working through love 

(see 1 Jn. 4:18-21; 1 Jn. 3:14-20; 1 Pet. 1:8); 

we wait for the hope of righteousness: the 

final state of our lives when totally free from 

sin. Circumcision means nothing; now we 

have faith working through love (see 1 Th. 

2:13; Rom. 7:5; 2 Cor. 1:6; 2 Cor. 4:12; 2 Th. 

2:7; Eph. 3:20).  

      Vss. 7-9 Paul is upset that the Galatians 

started off so well, and then stopped. He 
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seems surprised that they would even turn 

away at all. He is asking: “Who has stopped 

you from keeping the right teaching?” In vs. 

10 Paul assumes that they have not adopted 

yet another view apart from what he has 

already taught them. He believes God will not 

allow them to fall away, but rather bring 

judgment on the guilty party. But Paul warns 

them all to get back on track, or else!  

      Vs. 11 Paul wants the Galatians to think 

about what they are doing. If Paul preached 

circumcision, he would not be persecuted by 

the Judaisers, because that is what they 

wanted. Why preach the cross if one can be 

saved by circumcision? In vs. 12 Paul is very 

upset and basically says: "I wish these guys 

would 'slip with the knife', 

and castrate themselves". 

Circumcision was only 

rightfully used by those 

who understood its 

relation to salvation by 

faith and obedience 

towards God (Gen. 17:11; 

Deut. 10:16; Deut. 30:6; 

Jer. 4:4; Jer. 9:25-26; Php. 

3:3).  

      Vs. 13 Paul explains that they are free from 

the "save yourself" mentality, but he warns 

them that they must not use this as an excuse 

to give into fleshly desires. He tells them to 

serve one another, and to be selfless. This 

follows the command of Jesus when He said 

love one another (the greatest 

commandment: love God, and love each other 

[Matt. 22:37-40]). All of the law and the 

words of the prophets are summed up into 

this commandment. So our freedom frees us 

from a "self-saving attitude", and frees us up 

to love God and others as we really should. 

So, true freedom is when we become free 

from ourselves: to live outside ourselves, and 

to pour ourselves out for God and others. The 

man who has the ability to do this is truly 

free, and truly powerful; controlled by 

nothing other than God Himself. Jesus was 

able to live like this under His own power; we 

must live like this under Jesus' power, never 

our own power. The whole law is fulfilled in 

us loving each other (vs. 14).  

      Vs. 15 is an interesting verse. Perhaps Paul 

is saying: If you cannot at least love one 

another (being separated by doctrinal 

politics) then be careful not to destroy each 

other in your partisanship. The word 

"consume" here means to use up or destroy. 

But, of course, this behavior should not even 

start up in the first place. What would Paul 

think if he saw the political 

state of the church today? 

       In vs. 16 Paul tells 

them that need to walk by 

the Spirit (see Rom. 8:4-5). 

Vs. 17 "the flesh sets its 

desire against the spirit, 

and the spirit against the 

flesh, for these things are 

in opposition to each 

other, so that you may not do the things you 

please." The will of the flesh is to do evil; the 

will of the spirit is to do good things. If I walk 

in the flesh the end result will be evil since 

that is the will of the flesh, and the flesh will 

not allow good to happen as a result of its 

working in my life. Walking in the spirit will 

then always produce a good result for the 

same reason. No work of the flesh will, or can, 

take control as long as I am walking in the 

spirit. So as long as I walk by the spirit, I 

cannot be condemned by the law since the 

law is working in me to produce a good 

result; whereas if I walk in the flesh the law is 

working outside of me to produce 

condemnation. The law itself does not 
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change; it is what it is. My life changes in 

relation to the law (vs. 18). My relationship to 

the law (Jer. 31:31-33) is able to change only 

because of what Christ did on the cross (Heb. 

9:15). Vss. 19-21 list off the obvious works of 

the flesh, and vss. 22-24 list off the obvious 

works of the spirit; so there is to be no 

confusion as to whether or not someone is a 

servant of Christ (walking in the spirit) or not 

(walking in the flesh) (Matt. 7:16-27). Vs. 25: 

if we live in the spirit, then walk in the spirit- 

if indeed we are of the spirit.  

      Vs. 26: do things for God's glory, not for 

the glory of yourself, your doctrine, your 

party, or for the name of your organization 

(see vs. 15). 

Chapter Six 

      Vs. 1 Paul states that if anyone is caught 

doing something they shouldn’t be doing the 

spiritual people should try to restore that 

person with gentleness. A spiritual person 

knows what they really are with Christ, and 

without Christ. They know their own true 

nature in relation to salvation, and without 

salvation. If I don't understand my total 

dependence on Christ for salvation I should 

not be the one rebuking an erring fellow 

Christian. I will be too harsh if I think that my 

own strength of will played too large a role in 

my salvation. One should be careful not to fall 

into pride when rebuking another. Vss. 2-3 

we are to carry one another's burdens, and 

not to be arrogant and think too highly of 

ourselves. If you see a fellow Christian 

struggling (with sin) then you ought to come 

alongside them and help carry that burden, 

and not think of them as competition in your 

quest to "please" God. Vs. 4-5 each individual 

needs to do his own work with integrity and 

excellence. Each person will be judged 

according to how they steward the load 

placed upon them in relation to the church as 

a whole. So, we are individuals when it comes 

to our function in the church, but as 

individuals we are not the church; all of us 

working together as one, supporting each 

other, and each taking on our fair share of the 

weight creates the body of the Church; one 

body in unity. Vs. 6 carries on with this 

theme; even the teachers need to be 

supported by those who are taught. 

      Vss. 7-10 talks about sowing and reaping. 

Sow to the flesh: reap from the flesh 

(corruption: perishable, something to be 

destroyed); sow to the spirit: reap from the 

spirit (everlasting life: without end, and 

perfect). So Paul says: "Do not grow weary 

from doing good things, for we will reap from 

doing good things if we do not give up." We 

must use our opportunities to do good things 

while we can, especially to our fellow 

Christians.  

      Vs. 11 Paul again illustrates the 

importance of what he is writing: "in big 

letters". Vs. 12-13 Paul says that the 

"circumcision crew" does not want to be 

persecuted for Christ so they steer away from 

the grace of God, and place the law back on 

those who would be saved. Vs. 13 says that 

those who are circumcised don't even keep 

the law, and they are hypocrites. They want 

to boast in that they have control over the 

Christians because they have convinced them 

to be circumcised, whereas Paul would only 

ever want to boast in the cross of Christ 

(vs.14). In Christ is the true power of 

salvation, whether you are circumcised or 

not. So he who lives according to this 

standard Paul wishes peace on his life (vss. 

15-16). 

      Vs. 17: In his conclusion Paul says no one 

ought to ever trouble him again about his 



11 | P a g e  
 

authority as an apostle of Christ since the 

scars on his body are like the brand marks 

that a master would give to  one of his slaves. 

Who does this slave belong to? Just look at his 

brand marks. Paul's physical scars of 

persecution were Christ's brand marks (see 2 

Cor. 11:23) (Also see 2 Cor. 4:7-10; Rev. 

14:11). 

      Vs. 18 "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

be with your spirit, brothers. Amen." (ESV) 

Paul's prayer is that they accept the grace of 

God fully into their spirits. And, Paul still 

considers them brothers, even after this 

harsh letter. 

                                                                     ~Harley Voogd 
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